
Terrorism (Protection of Premises) 
Act 2025: Martyn’s Law

The Terrorism (Protection of Premises) Act 2025, also known as Martyn’s Law,  
will require certain public premises and events to be prepared and ready to keep the public 
safe in a terrorist attack. The Act applies to England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland 
and establishes a minimum legal security standard of protective security at larger premises 
and events for the first time.

Scope
For premises and events to be in scope, they must meet specific conditions and be used 
for activities listed in the Act. They are separated into two categories.

• The standard tier is for premises that host between 200 and 799 people at the 
same time.

• The enhanced tier is for premises and events that host 800 or more people. 
Qualifying events will always be in the enhanced tier where they host 800+ people  
and are accessible to the public and have measures in place to control access,  
like checking tickets or taking payments. 

Requirements 
When the Act comes into force, those responsible for qualifying premises and events must:  

 1 notify the regulator, the Security Industry Authority (SIA), that they are responsible  
for their premises

 2 have in place so far as reasonably practicable, appropriate public protection 
procedures that could be reasonably expected to reduce the risk of physical harm 
if an attack occurs there or nearby.

  These procedures relate to:

  Evacuation   Invacuation    Lockdown   Communication

  Those responsible for enhanced tier premises and qualifying events must comply 
with the above requirements and also:  

 3 have in place, so far as reasonably practicable, appropriate public protection 
measures that could be reasonably expected to reduce both the vulnerability of the 
premises or event to an act of terrorism occurring and the risk of physical harm being 
caused to individuals if an attack occurs there or nearby.

 These measures relate to: 

  Monitoring   Movement control   Physical Security     Security of  
 Information

 4  document the public protection procedures and measures in place, and give this 
information to the SIA

 5  where the responsible person for enhanced duty premises or a qualifying event 
is not an individual  (e.g. company) they must designate a senior individual. 
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*You refers to the individual, company or 
organisation who may be the responsible person

 
 

 

Are the premises in the standard or enhanced  
tier, or is it a qualifying event? 2
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Do you* have control of the 
premises for the purposes 

of the event? 3
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Please refer to the Key for further details



KEY: Terrorism (Protection of Premises) Act 2025 - ‘responsible person’

1
Section 4 of the Terrorism (Protection of Premises) Act 2025 sets out persons responsible for 
qualifying premises and events who must ensure the relevant requirements of the Act are met for 
their premises or event.
The identity of the responsible person is the individual, organisation or company that has control 
over the qualifying premises for the purpose of its relevant Schedule 1 use, or control over the 
premises for the purposes of the qualifying event. The responsible person may be an individual but, 
it is anticipated, will typically be a company or other organisation. The responsible person cannot 
delegate legal responsibility under the Act.
Where the responsible person for enhanced tier premises or qualifying events is an organisation 
or company, rather than a named individual or single person, the Act requires that the responsible 
person must designate a “senior individual” to ensure that the responsible person complies with the 
Act’s requirements.
Where more than one person is responsible for qualifying premises or a qualifying event, they may 
act jointly in complying with a requirement imposed on them in relation to the premises or event by 
or under Part 1 of the Act.

2 Find out more about whether your premises or event are in scope by referring to the scope 
infographics on ProtectUK.

3
For qualifying premises, the responsible person is the individual, company or organisation that has 
control of the premises in connection with its relevant Schedule 1 use. For example, the operator of 
a restaurant or theatre.
Where premises have two or more Schedule 1 uses, the responsible person will be the individual, 
organisation, or company with control of the premises in connection with the principal use of the 
premises.

For qualifying events, the responsible person is the individual, organisation or company that has 
control of the premises in connection with their use for the event. For example, a company hiring 
and controlling part of a park for a ticketed concert.

4
Where more than one person is responsible for qualifying premises or a qualifying event or where 
one qualifying premises forms part of another, the responsible persons must, so far as is reasonably 
practicable, co-ordinate to ensure compliance.
For example, where a store in a shopping centre and the shopping centre itself are both in scope, 
the responsible persons for each co-ordinate with each other to ensure appropriate evacuation 
procedures are in place.

5 Where an individual or organisation (‘P’) has some level of control of an enhanced tier premises 
or a qualifying event - but is not the responsible person of the premises or the premises at which 
the event is to be held - then they must, so far as is reasonably practicable, co-operate with the 
responsible person (‘R’) to ensure the requirements of the Act are met.
For example, a leaseholder is the responsible person (‘R’) and wants to install a door as a public 
protection measure. If the lease requires the freeholder’s consent (‘P’) to make structural changes, 
the freeholder must co-operate with the leaseholder, so far as is reasonably practicable, in order to 
meet their requirements under the Act. This might mean considering the request and working with 
the leaseholder.

Scan the code for more information

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2025/10/section/4
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